Inaugural dissertations, generally speaking, have a very characteristic amount of schoolboy orthodoxy about them. It cannot be expected of them to contain much practical matter gleaned from experience; and it is only rarely that the student adventures any original investigations that are other than crude, or superfluous, or commits himself to research deeper than that of culling facts and phrases from the leading text-books of the day. We should, from internal evidence, have inferred that the pamphlet before us had a collegiate origin : it is so redolent, in places, of Hippocrates, Celsus, Gregory, and practice of physic-lectures. But 
